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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method of detecting the presence of
Salmonella in a sample using novel oligonucleotide
sequences. Also presented is a kit for putting the method into
practice and novel nucleic acid sequences for ompF. The
ompF gene was found to be 100% inclusive for Salmonella
species and 100% exclusive for non-Salmonella species for
the strains tested thus making it an excellent marker for iden-
tification of both the species of Salmonella: S. enterica and S.
bongori. Two hundred and eighteen isolates belonging to
Salmonella enterica (subspecies 1-VI) and Sa/monella bon-
gori were examined using novel primers designed to detect
the ompF gene. The target was present in all the 218 Salmo-
nella isolates including all the subspecies of Salm. enterica
and Salm. bongori. The ompF gene was absent in 180 non-
Salmonella strains tested.
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