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[57] ABSTRACT

An oroesophageal introducer assembly for atraumati-
cally introducing a relatively large instrument such as
an echotransducer positioned on the distal end of a
gastroscope for performing an echocardiographic pro-
cedure. The introducer assembly includes an outer
sheath having a tapered distal end and a passageway
extending therethrough for passing the large instrument
therethrough. The assembly further includes a dilator
extending from the tapered distal end of the outer
sheath for atraumatically dilating the esophagus during
introduction. The assembly further includes an introdu-
cer guide for initial oral introduction into the esophagus
and stomach of the patient. The outer sheath and dilator
are interconnected at the proximal ends thereof for
extending the tapered distal end of the dilator from the
tapered distal end of the outer sheath. The intercon-
nected outer sheath and dilator are then introduced
atraumatically into the esophagus over the introducer
guide. When positioned in the esophagus, the dilator is
disconnected from the outer sheath, and the dilator and
introducer guide are removed from the outer sheath and
patient. A relatively large diagnostic instrument is intro-
duced through the outer sheath for performing various
diagnostic or treatment procedures. The inner and outer
sheaths are comprised of a flexible material, with the
outer diameter of the inner sheath being substantially
less than the inner diameter of the outer sheath to main-
tain flexibility of the assembly during introduction into
the esophagus.
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