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[57] ABSTRACT

A composition, device and method for preparing a
ketone control solution are disclosed. The composition
comprises dimethylformamide and a Group I, II or III
metal sait of a B-keto acid ester. The salt has the struc-
ture

o ¢ |
R'—C=CH--C—OR " Mn+

in which R is lower alkyl of 1 to 6 carbon atoms, R’ is
an aliphatic or cyclic group having 1 to about 7 carbon
atoms, M is a Group I, IT or III metal ionand nis 1, 2
or 3. A carrier matrix incorporated with the composi-
tion can be affixed to a support member to form the
device. Preferably, a hydrolyzing agent is included on
the device in the same or another carrier matrix. The
method for preparing the control solution comprises
contacting a predetermined volume of an aqueous solu-
tion with the device for a predetermined time.
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