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(57) ABSTRACT

An image forming apparatus includes an apparatus body, a
recording head, a maintenance unit, a cover, and a controller.
The recording head has a nozzle face and nozzles in the
nozzle face to eject droplets of liquid. The maintenance unit
has a cap to protect the nozzle face of the recording head. The
cover opens an interior of the apparatus body to an outside of
the apparatus body. The controller performs a normal control
to cap the nozzle face of the recording head with the cap on
opening of the cover and a special control to expose the nozzle
face of the recording head to an area opened by the cover on
receipt of an external instruction.
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